
Sermon Notes  - May 29, 2022 
Mt.12.31-32  -  “Blaspheming the Holy Spirit ”#170 

 
INTRODUCTION:   A TIME OF GRACE AND A TIME OF DECISION  VV.31-32 
 

The unpardonable sin  

➢ cannot be an ordinary sin, 

➢ nor can it simply be a repeated sin.  
 

The distinction between  

❖ blasphemy against Jesus (forgivable) &  

❖ blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (unforgivable)  

❖ … rests upon the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit 

 This blasphemer has heard the Gospel proclaimed with clarity & power.  
 

V. THE ANATHEMA  VV.31–32    
 

Because of their extreme seriousness & finality, it is critical to understand them correctly. 

❖ Blasphemy is defiant irreverence, the uniquely terrible sin of intentionally & openly speaking 

evil against holy God or defaming or mocking Him (cf.Mk.2.7).  

Blasphemy will be an outstanding characteristic of the rebellious in the last days (Re.13.5–6;16.9; 

17.3). 
 

An unbeliever who blasphemes God can be forgiven.  

All of that is forgivable by grace. 

Son of Man designates the Lord’s humanity.  

It was hard even for the disciples to keep clearly in mind that their Teacher was indeed the Son of God.  

Many who had denied & rejected Christ later saw the truth of who He was & were saved. 
 

But the blasphemy against the Spirit was something more serious & irremediable.  

❖ It reflected determined rejection of Jesus as the Messiah against every evidence & argument.  

❖ It reflected seeing the truth incarnate & then knowingly rejecting Him & condemning Him.  

❖ It demonstrated an absolute & permanent refusal to believe.  

❖ Through this age (all of human history), such rejection is unforgivable.  
 

Our Lord was:  

✓ submissive to the Father (Jn.4.34; 5.19–30) &  

✓ empowered by the Spirit (4.1; Mk.1.12; Lk.4.1,18; Jn.3.34; Ac.1.2; Ro.1.4).   

Having had every opportunity yet still turning their backs on God, there was nothing left but to turn His 

back on them. 
 

Pharisees & all the others who blasphemed the Spirit cut themselves off from God’s mercy, not 

because it was not offered but because it was rebelliously & permanently rejected & ridiculed as 

satanic. 
 

The rebels in both groups left themselves no future but hell. 
 



People today can so totally turn their backs on God’s revelation that they permanently cut themselves 

off from salvation. “We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day,” Jesus said; 

“night is coming, when no man can work” (Jn.9.4). 
 

CONCLUSION: 
 

❖ The concept of the unpardonable sin is fearful - yet it contains a seed of hope.  
 

 Whoever we are,  
 Whatever we have done, 
 We can still find mercy… 

… if we repent & believe, based on the evidence for Christ. 
 


