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The mystery form of the kingdom of heaven is the Church age 
 

I. THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES  VV.24–30 
 

This parable also uses the figure of a farmer sowing seed in his field; but here the emphasis is not on 

what happens to the good seed (as in the first parable) but rather on what happens to the bad seed 

that his enemy came and sowed alongside the good seed. 
 

This good seed is assumed to fall on fertile ground, take root, & grow into healthy & productive grain. 
 

The phrase while his men were sleeping does not imply neglect but refers to the nighttime. 

Tares closely resembles wheat and is almost impossible to distinguish until the wheat ripens. 

It was a common enough crime for the Romans to have had a specific law against it. 

The slaves were rightly concerned, fearing the tares would ruin the wheat harvest.  

Only at the time of harvest could the good and bad plants be distinguished with certainty.  
 

II. TWO PARABLES ABOUT INFLUENCE  VV.31–33 
 

The disciples probably wondered how Christ’s kingdom could survive if so many people rejected Him 

& were then allowed to stay on earth with contaminating influence.  
 

Long before Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion the Jewish leaders rejected His claims of messiahship. 

Jesus used these two parables to emphasize that small things can have far-reaching effects. 

 The kingdom of heaven would grow & prosper in spite of Satan’s opposition & 
 

III. THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED  VV.31–32 
 

➢ Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed & its growth into a full-grown plant.  

➢ He was comparing this seed only to the seeds of garden plants in Palestine.  

➢ When seed is used in the New Testament it is always used of agricultural plants. 

➢ Jesus’ purpose was proverbial  - not technical or scientific.  

➢ It was not necessary for Jesus to explain, in context of the Kingdom. 
 

(1) During Jesus’ earthly ministry, the kingdom was almost imperceptible. 

❖ When Jesus ascended His kingdom on earth was, smaller even than a mustard seed. 

❖ The kingdom that started very small would one day become very large.  

(2) The kingdom of heaven will be a blessing to the rest of the world.  
 

The tree represents the kingdom of heaven, which in the present age corresponds to the Church. 

❖ The idea of evil is alien to the context of this parable. 

❖ When Christians live in obedience to the Lord, they are a blessing to those around them.  

❖ Those nations who have recognized God’s sovereignty have proved a blessing. 

❖ Whenever the Gospel of the kingdom is faithfully preached & practiced, all the world benefits. 
❖ The unbelieving world is to a degree sanctified by the presence of the true Church. 

 

CONCLUSION: 
Jesus’ point is that, in spite of great opposition, represented by the 3 bad soils & the tares,  

 His kingdom will start small &  
 spread in power & influence  
 to become victorious. 


