
SERMON NOTES  -  January 1, 2023  #190 

Mt.14.22-33  -  “Walking on Water – Worshipping the Son of God” 

INTRODUCTION: 

What should we call Peter’s short walk? 

❖ A bad idea & a failure, or  

❖ A great, if flawed, act of faith.  

The story starts when Jesus & the disciples become separated from one another. 

I. JESUS SEPARATED FROM THE DISCIPLES   V.22 

JESUS HAS AUTHORITY OVER THE DESTINIES OF ALL MEN, INCLUDING THEIR FINAL JUDGMENT.  

Like every other Gospel narrative, it is principally a story about Jesus. 

Jesus took poor resources & multiplied them in His hands.  

Little is much when God is in it! 

Jesus pointed to the gift of eternal life when He gave the bread they needed for physical life. 

Jesus separated them from the crowds by ordering them to the other side of the lake.  

The disciples had nothing to gain from the crowd’s mindless enthusiasm.  

Jesus also needed to distance Himself from the crowds.  

The crowds offered their allegiance, right now; they did not require Jesus to go to the cross first. 

When two parties are at odds, the best mediator is one who understands them both. 

Jesus is The Mediator between God & man.  

His success depended in part on his nature; he is fully, truly God & fully, truly man.  

To have a genuine human life,  Jesus could not constantly draw upon his divine powers & prerogatives.  

❖ So Jesus ate food when hungry & slept when tired.  

❖ He also prayed when he needed to commune with his Father. 

Jesus’ prayers focused on two areas in particular:  
✓ the physical & spiritual safety of His disciples &  
✓ His own ability to resist the temptation of the crowd.  

The crowds were willing to follow Christ right now, … if they could do it on their terms. 

✓ We need to pursue solitude so we can be alone with the Lord. 

II. JESUS AND DISCIPLES REUNITED AT SEA  V.25 

OUR TRIALS ARE JESUS' PATH TO US; HE COMES TO US IN THE VERY DANGER THAT THREATENS US. 

The disciples deserve credit for persistence.  

❖ They neither defeated the wind & waves, nor did they surrender. 

✓ The hour made the disciples tired,  
✓ the labor made them weary, &  
✓ the elements made them uneasy,  
They should take courage & rebuke their fears – so should we. 

An important fact: this is a true story before it is an inspiring story.  

Jesus came during one particular storm, 2000 years ago, to demonstrate His power & His love. 

We are like the disciples in important ways:  

1st  Jesus was with the disciples during the storm & Jesus is with us today. He said,  

      “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (28.20).  

2nd  When Jesus comes, it spells the end of fear. (1.20; 10.26–31 [3x]; 14.27; 17.7; 28.5,10) 

The story does speak to us - It both comforts us & calls us to a stronger faith. 

The feeding of the 5000 was supposed to teach the disciples to meditate upon God’s goodness & 

power so that we will live in confidence rather than fear. 

We are responsible to know the Lord’s ways & take comfort in times of distress.  



III. PETER’S JOURNEY TO JESUS  V.28 

WHEN BELIEVERS ARE IN THE PLACE OF OBEDIENCE THEY ARE IN THE PLACE OF SAFETY 

(1) On the Water 

Peter’s request is impetuous.  

Jesus never reproved Peter for daring to step from the boat.  

❖ Rather, Jesus questioned Peter for doubting while in His presence (v.31). 

The Bible never condemns believers for risking great things for God 

(2) Into the Waves 

He keeps His eyes on us even when we take our eyes from Him. 

Jesus did not take His eyes off Peter 

(3) Calling for Help 

He asks his question before He & Peter reenter the boat. 

IT WAS SAFER TO BE WITH JESUS ON THE WATER THAN TO BE WITHOUT HIM IN THE BOAT. 
 

IV. JESUS SAVES A MAN OF LITTLE FAITH  V.31 

Peter is coming to faith, but with difficulty.  

✓ The others are like him &  

✓ we are like him:  

…our faith is partial & immature, yet it is real. 

It sounds negative, as if Peter has only a little faith. Perhaps, but his faith is growing.  

The classic definition of faith says it has three elements:  

✓ knowledge,  

✓ assent, & 

✓ trust.  

For anyone to grow in discipleship:  

1st  - we need knowledge of the content of the faith: _who Jesus is and why we need him____________ 

2nd - we must agree that the content is true: __knowledge without assent will not help spiritually_____ 

3rd - we must trust in Jesus. __even if he faltered, Peter did trust Jesus when he walked to Him _______ 

 We must do the same daily, to grow in Christ. 

We see that this is a story about the mercy & power of the Savior,  

AS WE TRUST GOD IN THE FAITH WE HAVE, WE DISCOVER LIMITATIONS;  

BUT WE ALSO DISCOVER WHAT IT CAN YET BECOME. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

➢ So Peter lived & grew, much as we do, by exercising the faith he had…  

..Until finally he was strong enough to fulfill Jesus’ commission to go & make disciples. (Mt.28.19–20). 

 

 


