
SERMON NOTES 
December 25, 2022 
“Missing Christmas”   
Selected Scriptures 

 

A Brief History of Christmas 
True or False     December 25th is the TRUE date of Christ’s birth.   
 

True of False        Nicholaus was the name of a Pastor / Bishop. 
 

No wonder so many people miss Christmas.  The simplicity of the 
birth of Christ is drowned in a sea of T_____________________, many 
being pagan in origin.  Even worse than that, when Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, most people of that day missed it. 
 

1) The INNKEEPER - Ignorant PREOCCUPATION Lk. 2:7 
The first person who missed Christmas was the innkeeper.  
He was unable to take in Mary & Joseph because he had 
no room for them.  Apparently, he was indifferent to their 
plight – there is no indication from Scripture that he called 
for any help. 
 

Why did the innkeeper miss Christmas?  I think the answer is 
PREOCCUPATION. 

 

The innkeeper wasn’t necessarily HOSTILE and unsympathetic; 
❖ he was just BUSY 

 

People miss Christ at Christmastime because He is crowded out by 
a WORLD that dictates what they should think, do, and buy. 
 

2) HEROD - Jealous FEAR  Mt. 2:1-3; 7-8 
Why did Herod miss Christmas?  Lest you think there are 
no more Herods in this world, you need only read the daily 
newspaper.  The world is full of kings who will not kneel 
before Jesus Christ, so they miss Christmas just like Herod. 

 

3) Chief PRIESTS / SCRIBES - Prideful INDIFFERENCE  
Mt. 2:4-6 
Why did they miss Christmas?  They did not care! -
Indifference. 

❖ They had all the FACTS, but they didn’t need a Messiah.  
Why? 

❖ Because they were SELF-RIGHTEOUS - they saw 
themselves as perfect keepers of the law.  In their minds 
they were all God could ever ask of them.  When the grown 
child arrived on the scene, they HATED and despised Him. 

❖ So they plotted His murder and screamed for His blood. 
 

Many people today miss Christmas because they don’t REALIZE 
they are SINNERS.  Thus, they ignore Christ. 
 

Consequently, they ignore the REMEDY because they don’t even 
know they have the DISEASE. 
 

4) “Church” PEOPLE - Religious RITUAL Lk. 2:8-9 
 Luke 2:25-26 mentions SIMEON- a man who “was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.” 

 Luke 2:36-38 tells us about ANNA, a widow who saw 
the Messiah in the Temple, and who “continued to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.”  (v 28) 

 Why did the people miss it?  Religion. 
They were so busy with the RITUALS of their religion 

that they missed the RREALITY of His birth 
 

Religion will damn a soul faster than anything if it is anything less 
than TRUE worship of the TRUE God. 

 

5) The ROMANS - IDOLATRY  Lk. 2:1-2 
 

6) The FAMILY & FRIENDS - Over FAMILIARITY  Lk. 
2:39-40 
 

CONCLUSION: Making Christmas Real 
There are many ways to miss Christmas: 

✓ Ignorant preoccupation, 
✓ Ritual, 
✓ Idolatry, 
✓ Over-familiarity. 
But behind all those reasons is UNBELIEF. 


